




















Girls need to be empowered and become aware of their rights in order to overcome this conservative 
culture that makes them victims of such practice. Empowering girls through education, leadership 
and life skills training, coaching and mentoring using role models could help reduce the practice: 
every girl has the right to decide on her own future, but not every girl knows this. When girls are confi-
dent in their abilities, armed with knowledge, they are able to claim their freedom and indepen-
dence. Since one of the causes of child marriage are economic di�iculties, providing families with 
livelihood opportunities like small loans could prevent child marriages that happen as a result of 
such financial needs. Once the financial situation of families is modest and stable, daughters would 
not be seen as economic burdens and parents could allow them to go to school and get an education 
in order to acquire skills to secure a profitable future for the family.

MEDIA AS PLATFORM AND TOOLS FOR AWARENESS 
RAISING AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

112022policy
brief



122022policy
brief

REFERENCES

1 Constitution of the Republic of Malawi (1994)
2 Munthali, A., Chimbiri, A., &amp; Zulu, E. M. (2004). Adolescent sexual and reproductive health in Malawi: A
synthesis of research evidence. The Guttmacher Institute.
3 Malawi Ministry Of Health And Population Reproductive Health Unit, National Post-Abortion Care Strategy 2,
2003
4 Constitution Of The Republic Of Malawi (1994)
5 Malawi Penal Code, ch. 701, sec. 243.
6 http://www.postabortioncare.org/strategies/MOHMal_PAC_Strategy.pdf .
LEVANDOWSKI ET AL., THE ESTIMATED INCIDENCE OF ABORTION IN MALAWI 4 (2011), available at
http://paa2011.princeton.edu/papers/112064 Strategic Assessment of Unsafe Abortion in Malawi, supra note
7 The Human Rights Committee 2014 Re: Supplementary Information on Malawi scheduled for review by the
Human Rights Committee during its 111th Session
8 Levandowski, B. A., Kalilani-Phiri, L., Kachale, F. Awah, P., Kangaude, G., &amp; Mhango, C. (2012).Investigating
social consequences of unwanted pregnancy and unsafe abortion in Malawi: The role of stigma. International
Journal of Gynecology and Obstetrics 118(S2), S167-S171.
9 Malawi Ministry Of Health, Emergency Obstetric Care Services In Malawi: Report Of A Nationwide
Assessment (2005).
10 MDG Endline Report, 2014
11 African Union (2020). Ending Violence Against Women and Girls. Liason O�ice to the African Union (Addis
Ababa).
12 Jackson, E , Jonhson, B.R and Gabreselassie, H (2011) A strategic assessment of unsafe abortion in Malawi.
Reproductive Health matters.



CONTACT
US

https://femnet.org/

@FemnetProg

Femnet Secretariat

@femnetsecretariat

The African Women’s
Development and

Communications Network


