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In September 2022, the African Women's Development and

Communication Network (FEMNET) in collaboration with

Whose Knowledge?, convened nearly 40 feminists, activists,

technologists, artists, scholars, knowledge professionals and
digital curators from across the East-African region in Lusaka,
Zambia. We held authentic and deeply thoughtful conversations
and reflections on decolonizing the internet, leveraging critical
feminist scholarship, human rights activism, and knowledge of
internet technologies, community organizing, and partnerships
ahead of the Forum on Internet Freedom in Africa (FIFAfrica

2022). This report recaps the shared experiences and collective
strategies from this gathering.


https://femnet.org/
https://femnet.org/
https://whoseknowledge.org/
https://cipesa.org/fifafrica/
https://cipesa.org/fifafrica/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Group_Picture_of_Decolonising_the_Internet-East_Africa_convening_2.jpg
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With 60% of the world population online, the internet has become a powerful

tool and platform for organizing, influencing, connecting, and reclaiming social,
economic, and political rights and freedoms. 75% of those people online are from

the Global South, and 48% are women. Yet, despite its enormous possibilities, the

internet remains heavily skewed towards the Global North, leaving out most of
the breadth and depth of human knowledge.

The most important decisions on internet governance and tech development are
made by men in the Global North. For instance, only 5% of leadership positions in

the technology sector are held by women, and the vast majority of documents

published by the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) originate in North

America and Europe.

The internet also remains heavily monolingual — and therefore largely
monoculture —, as there are more than 7000 spoken and signed languages in the
world, but nearly 60% of online content is available in English.

When we look at knowledge production, most scholarly (including digital)
publications are available only in English. On Wikipedia — the largest free
knowledge project in history — only 10% of editors are women or non-binary, and

only around 20% of public knowledge on the platform is produced on or by people
from the Global South. If we turn our eyes towards Africa, we see that the

research on Africa is conducted outside the continent, and of the 6200 mostly
highly cited scholars in 2019, 17 of them were African.

These biases, or knowledge injustices, are not accidental. They are consequences
of structures of power and privilege that have deliberately erased and
appropriated the knowledges from marginalized communities — the majority of
the world — through historical and ongoing dynamics of colonialism and
oppression.


https://internetworldstats.com/stats.htm
https://internetworldstats.com/stats.htm
https://www.itu.int/en/mediacentre/Pages/2019-PR19.aspx
https://internetworldstats.com/stats.htm
https://www.pwc.co.uk/who-we-are/women-in-technology/time-to-close-the-gender-gap.html
https://www.pwc.co.uk/who-we-are/women-in-technology/time-to-close-the-gender-gap.html
https://www.arkko.com/tools/docstats.html
https://www.arkko.com/tools/docstats.html
https://w3techs.com/technologies/overview/content_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Gender_bias_and_editing_on_Wikipedia
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ab/Key_theme_-_Global_South%2C_WMF_Metrics_Meeting_February_2015.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0016328707000456?via%3Dihub
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF02736908
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF02736908
https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-news-africa-pan-african-2019-11-two-more-africans-on-global-top-cited-list/

Knowledge (and tech) injustice renders a need for continuous deep analysis and
interrogation of whose voices, faces, and stories are missing from the internet,
and whose knowledge is represented online. Decolonizing the internet is the
process by which we dismantle these structures and build a feminist internet of
joy and liberation.

There is a centuries-long practice of resistance and decolonization in African
history. Decolonizing the Internet East Africa (DTI-EA) was yet another
opportunity to center these practices and acknowledge their legacies. An example
is the rise of the #FeesMustFall protests in South Africa, where students

protested against the rising university fees and the lack of loans and stipends.
The #FeesMustFall movement inspired and activated change using decolonial
thinking in a variety of different spaces in South Africa and the continent at
large. The first Decolonizing the Internet 2018 convening, in South Africa, drew

on this to honor, affirm and acknowledge those histories and the ways structures
of power work within Southern Africa.

Centering Black African history and feminism is how resistance and liberation
begin. DTI-EA brought together nearly 40 Black feminists working in various
fields in tech — including digital rights and knowledge justice — to reflect
together about why and how to decolonize the internet. These conversations
were an embodied and historically grounded experience that reminded us of that
strong sense of joy, courage, and freedom that comes with being in community. It
also brought up the urgency to transform oppressive structures of power, and
build together a more fair, just, equitable, and safe internet.

By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FeesMustFall
https://whoseknowledge.org/snapshot-of-our-decolonizetheinternet-conference/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5070_08.jpg

DTI-EA as a pre-convening to FIFAfrica 2022

We hosted DTI-EA in advance of a large digital rights and internet freedom
conference in Africa, with the aim of taking our strategies and partnerships to
the larger conference, and occupying spaces where feminist and Global South
voices, ideas, and work are not centred.

The Forum for Internet Freedom in Africa 2022 was hosted in Lusaka, Zambia, on

26-29 September, and provided a space for the feminist energies from DTI-EA to
occupy. The methodology proved productive, with most participants saying that
DTI-EA positively impacted or influenced their engagements at FIFAfrica 2022.

Reflections from participants showed that the gathering was key in forming
feminist alliances going into sessions at FIFAfrica 2022 — a conference where
majority of attendants and speakers were men.

I WeNT INTO FIFAFRICA 2022 WITH A BETTER VOICE AS A FEMINIST AND AS
A DEVELOPMENT ENTHUSIAST WHO IS TRYING TO USE DIGITAL FOR
DEVELOPMENT. I WAS ABLE TO FRAME BETTER MY EFFORTS AT CONNECTING
LAST MILE COMMUNITIES WITH DEVELOPMENT INFORMATION. HAVING
ATTENDED DTI-EA, I WAS BETTER ABLE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE DISCUSSIONS
ON OGRV (ONLINE GENDER—BASED VIOLENCE). I MET A LOT OF NEW
CONNECTIONS, SOME OF WHOM ARE OPENING DOORS TO EXCITING
OPPORTUNITIES.

— MARGARET SADRAKE (MUKWENHA)

By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via

DTI-EA also helped some participants to “be bold”, and more confident in sharing
their work and experiences with others.

[DTI-EA HELPED ME] TO BE BOLD AND OPEN MYSELF
UP TO COLLABORATION AND NETWORKS. AT FIFAFRICA,
I PARTNERED WITH NATASHA SIMMA TO SHOWCASE
MY BOOK, GOT A SHOUT—OUT FROM ROSEBELL
KAGUMIRE, AND I CONNECTED WITH MANY OTHER
ARTISTS IN THE DIGITAL SPACE TOO.

— LENA ANYUOLO

By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via


https://cipesa.org/fifafrica/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5227.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5520.jpg
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At DTI-EA, we came together as co-conspirators and co-
organizers under feminist principles, frames, and
practices. As such, we knew that how we do things
matters just as much as what we do. We laid the
groundwork for the conversations that would take place
in Zambia, with a Twitter Space under the theme
“What does it mean to decolonize the internet?” Over
800 users joined the live discussion from different parts
of the continent, reflecting on the challenges they face,
how it affects communities online and offline, and
about what it would mean to have an internet of joy and
liberation.

At the outset, our facilitators Rachel Kagoiva and

Sunshine Fionah Komusana set the tone of

conversations guided by principles of love, respect, and
solidarity. We wanted participants to be their full,
multiple selves in the space and create room for more
reflections and concrete actions. In order to guarantee
people’s privacy and safety, we put clear practices in
place around consent. Attendees had the option of
using two colored stickers (green and red), based on
whether they consented to have their picture taken and
shared publicly, or taken but not publicly shared.
Consent cannot simply be assumed, but rather affirmed
and made as a fully informed decision about oneself
and, in this case, one’s image.

Sessions had multiple formats: some included more
practical activities (e.g. learning how to edit content
online), while others dove into the politics and practices
of decolonizing the internet. Some also embodied a
creative spirit, prompting and allowing participants to
imagine their own location, digital bodies, and
expectations for the gathering through the materials at
hand — coloring pencils, glitter, old magazines, and
newspapers for images that collage the complexities of
their lives, work and activism.

., Nyimine Empowerment CBO -NYECBO
@nyecbo

#Decolonizingtheinternet

There are only 500 languages that are online that we
can access with English being the main language. This
limits access to SRHR information by women in
different spaces.

@FemnetProg

@WhoseKnowledge

REC

Decolonizing The Internet: A space by
@WhoseKnowledge and FEMNET
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@nyecho on , Sep 19, 2022

»
- Shi
@Shikoohz

When | attend a conference | end up observing key
things.

During the Decolonizing The Internet convening, | was
impressed when the @WhoseKnowledge photographer
took us thru photography consent stickers.

For those who take photos of people without consent
try asking first ==

@Shikoohz on , Oct 8, 2022



https://femnet.org/core/rachel-kagoiya/
https://whoseknowledge.org/about-us/who/fionah-komusana/
https://twitter.com/nyecbo/status/1571923316016824320
https://twitter.com/Shikoohz/status/1578773934509416448

South Africa

Zimbabwe
Botswana

Malawi
Uzuguay

Tanzania

Kenya- '
India

Ethiopia

Somalia

DTI-EA participants arrived from 17 different countries, and everyone
was from the Global South or from diasporic marginalized groups in
the Global North. In the room, there were powerful activists,

technologists, scholars, knowledge professionals, digital curators,
coders, librarians, wikipedians, teachers and academics, feminist

publishers, artists, and people from feminist NGOs that work with
women and girls in East Africa.




What did we do?




Day 1

On our first day together, we
focused on getting to know each
other, setting expectations, and
mapping our contexts of
knowledge and tech justice.

Intimate conversations in small
groups set the scene for
individual reflections and
thoughts on who we are, what we
wanted to do together, and what we
wanted to leave DTI-EA with.

By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via
As a way to transition from our individual selves to

the collective, we had a group presentation and
conversation that grounded us in the politics and history around knowledge and
tech justice in the African context.

We moved to think through the challenges knowledge and tech justice represent
for us, and reflected on what we see as the spaces for opportunity and resistance.
With these reflections on the table, we moved to curate emerging themes and
clustering key aspects from the conversations.

The first step in practicing resistance is to
understand how to contribute our knowledge
to the internet and how to make ourselves and
our work more visible online. To wrap up the

first day of our gathering, we engaged

in three parallel workshop sessions,
which provided hands-on
experience in editing Wikipedia

with a decolonial lens, exploring
the #VisibleWikiWomen
campaign and Wikimedia

By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via

write basic code.
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https://whoseknowledge.org/initiatives/visiblewikiwomen/
https://whoseknowledge.org/initiatives/visiblewikiwomen/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5070_17.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5070_45.jpg

Editing Wikipedia with
a Decolonial Lens

The session on Editing Wikipedia
with a Decolonial Lens was
shared insights on the politics
of citation, legitimate
resources, and prompted a
conversation on the
challenges African women
and authors faced on
English-language

Wikipedia. Kelly shared
her personal experience

By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via

and best practices for

editing Wikipedia articles, emphasizing privacy, access, “politics of citation”, and
how Eurocentric knowledge systems are incorporated into the encyclopedia and
its concepts of neutrality. She then supported each group member to set up
Wikipedia accounts, and practiced editing a Wikipedia article on Sub-Saharan

This session prompted participants to think about how articles are written, who
creates the encyclopedia, and how they could contribute to different types of
content.

THE WORKSHOP ENABLED ME TO LEARN ABOUT WIKIMEDIA. NOwW, THIS
IS GREAT AS WE ARE CURRENTLY LEADING A TRAINING AND
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM FOR COMMUNITY NETWORKS IN KENYA AND
ONE OF OUR PRIORITY AREAS IS LOCAL CONTENT. I SEE WIKIMEDIA AS
A GREAT RESOURCE FOR DOCUMENTING LOCAL CONTENT. BiGc sHOUT
ouT TO KELLY AND ALICE WHO HAVE SUPPLIED ME WITH WIKIMEDIA
RESOURCES AS WELL AS WIKIMEDIA CONTACTS IN KENYA WHO WE
ARE EXPLORING WITH A POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIP.

— RISPER AROSE

O

By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via
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https://whoseknowledge.org/about-us/who/kelly-foster/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sub-Saharan_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sub-Saharan_Africa
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5308.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5443.jpg

#VisibleWikiWomen: Celebrating #womenofcolors
and non-binary people online

In the #VisibleWikiWomen session, Mariana Fossatti inspired participants to

celebrate and amplify structurally invisibilized people online. To illustrate the
problem, Mariana asked the group to search on Google Images for images of
lawyers, doctors and other professionals in different languages. In all the
searches, images of white men were at the top of the results, with people of other
identities much further down. When adjusting the search preferences for open
license images, the disparities were clearer — there were only images of white
men.

The #VisibleWikiWomen team supported participants in setting up accounts on
their mobile phones, taking photos of each other, as well as selfies to upload onto
Wikimedia Commons under the #VisibleWikiWomen category.

I FEEL EXCITED ABOUT THE FUTURE IN RELATION TO
TELLING WOMEN'S STORIES AND CONTRIBUTING MY VOICE
TO THESE CONVERSATIONS. L JUST UPDATED AN IMAGE OF
AN AMAZING WOMAN. IF THEY WON'T WRITE ABOUT US,
WE'LL WRITE ABOUT OURSELVES.

— CHIPASHA MWANSA.

BIA 'OV VS-A@ 20 ‘Tereutr] Ag
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https://whoseknowledge.org/about-us/who/mariana-fossatti/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:VisibleWikiWomen
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chipasha_Mwansa.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5318.jpg

Demystifying (and decolonizing) code

By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via

# In the third session, Carolyne

: = Ekyarisiima; Apps and Girls co-
‘:ﬁﬁf""”tm" founder, led a conversation on how
Come coding can be used in feminist
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activism work, sharing case studies of

alonising the Internet Convg hOW Coding has been used tO propel

ive enthusiasm cann Pbur time together in

| girls rights to menstrual education

and sexual health services, such as
through the OKY App co-created by

about sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV)
and sexual and reproductive rights done by Apps
and Girls, where girls were trained to build
platforms to report SGBV and access legal and
psychosocial support. Participants were then
guided through learning the basics of code using
Hyper Text Markup Language (HTML) to build a
basic webpage.

I FEEL EMPOWERED. I THOUGHT IT WAS
IMPOSSIBLE TO DO WHAT SHE (CAROLYNE)
HAS TAUGHT US IN 30 MINUTES!

— DOREEN CHiLUMBU

By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via

I ALSO REALLY LIKED CAROLYNE'S PROJECT BECAUSE WE CAN NOW BUILD
WEBSITES WHERE THE USER EXPERIENCE IS INCLUSIVE TO ALL DIFFERENT KINDS
OF PEOPLE — PEOPLE WHO ARE NEURODIVERGENT, PEOPLE WHO ARE DISABLED.

— LENA ANYUOLO

By NamukoloS, CC BY-SA 4.0, via


https://radioutopistan.de/?p=228
https://radioutopistan.de/?p=228
https://www.appsandgirls.com/
https://okyapp.info/
https://www.unicef.org/innovation/stories/oky-trailblazing-girl-centered-tech
https://www.unicef.org/innovation/stories/oky-trailblazing-girl-centered-tech
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5329.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:NMS2191.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5247.jpg

By the end of these sessions, participants shared a deep sense of empowerment
through learning practical skills, and shared hope for their contributing roles to
decolonizing the internet.

At the end of our first day together, participants shared an intimate conversation
with Timnit Gebru — calling in from the heart of Silicon Valley — to share her

personal experience in the space of knowledge and tech justice, neocolonialism,
and burn-out.

Day 2 f)“b

WHAT
Whm SigmhtoA
. . ¢ t‘m'j - WMoned~ B mants
Building on the No;f;’ i u‘j',{’ w«:’f‘y _ ok wef] redoke N _ W@S' o
. onea q,o”uﬁ w?® to houe Ahre intarnet 2 z*n;v"/}fld"”“-
1 L fechw
conversations of  the ?‘,‘::1 i e
previous day, we did a phar® ( 4 e
creative exercise about the @ T - hudaws
. . . W 2 o ‘W’,L L)
imagined internet(s) we panert = Gint G000 _"‘”’ﬂ"’; . Z;"M‘;V}‘ ! a:W*""
want to create and enjoy. B quwgeen @ - Onil - i
: FEOE ol medi% L Cpacg. = In P4 b - Margieltay
. . . snankedgr = ampagnd 2P ) _ roor) e (eads
Participants gathered in gl - oaz~~7'/“‘,',,‘;‘,j’,;“,74_ SRl g"w”fmx bt OpON 6““"& mionre 5l
groups to have deeper #@w:ﬁ‘:"wb‘““"‘ ZTVI000 - pral [ibtemimon,
ConversationS, and then Image by Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via

we created a collective
agenda, which included a myriad of strategies, partnerships, and actions towards
that internet we all want to build.

This exercise set the stage for closing our time together, asking what comes next.
Participants committed to taking different actions and steps, ranging from
working towards legitimizing oral citation on Wikimedia platforms to creating
more visibility for African feminists online.

You can learn more about what came up in these

conversations in the next section of this report.

By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via ‘|5


https://www.dair-institute.org/about
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5663.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5465.jpg

Day 3 / Day 4

After days of sharing and collective magic, DTI-EA participants joined FIFAfrica
2022. We brought feminist and decolonial frames to this international conference
through two main activities: Whose Knowledge? set up a #VisibleWikiWomen
photobooth to visually document the presence of Black women in tech spaces,
and three participants of our convening participated in the “Resistance &

Connection: An African Feminist Perspective for Decolonizing the Internet”

panel.

A feminist #VisibleWikiWomen photobooth

ey
N e
kS = d =

By NamukoloS, CC BY-SA 4.0, via

The #VisibleWikiWomen photobooth was about taking pictures of women in
tech present at FIFAfrica 2022. It was conceptualized as a space for documenting
feminists and allies in the digital rights fields in Africa, and it became a little
feminist corner for rest, conversation, and breaks during the conference.

Namukolo Sivumbwa, a fantastic feminist Zambian photographer, worked with

Whose Knowledge? to take pictures of women and non-binary participants who
were willing to be photographed.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DGsMlq6pQ-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DGsMlq6pQ-0
https://enessphotography.pixieset.com/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:NMS2045.jpg

The #VisibleWikiWomen photobooth was
also an opportunity to share our radical

practices of consent, which balance security, - \
collective care, and visibility. We explained to
each participant at the photobooth what it

means to have their pictures shared on by Tinaral, CC BY-5A 4.0, via
Wikimedia Commons
and the larger
internet, and they expressed their consent
before their picture was taken.
Afterwards, we emailed every one of
them their pictures as a way of
accountability and gratitude. In total, 72
individual portraits were taken, with
multiple group shots and selfies too.
Many of the photobooth participants
have since shared their images on
By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Twitter, further amplifying this
experience and the #VisibleWikiWomen
@ e campaign.
sy theked i contiuaion s oursociates

have been historically erased, their work co-opted and
stolen.

Check out the photobooth photos! &

Had to show up for this needed campaign
#VisibleWikiWomen. Thank you @komusana and

@WhoseKnowledge.

‘: Tsema
@nubianhottie

:«"\‘w‘"‘ﬂ s Q‘— N As an African woman, | am not ashamed to identify as C Gladye Miugah
\ U @FriLuku
(] CJ-E(QK'“% ((-)M a7 A a feminist who is working hard at ensuring women feel
! ﬁUR REAUT ‘ES by protected online, and that the world sees us and Imagine a world where there is freedom of internet. It is
4 ok acknowledges us. possible
#VisibleWikiWomen #VisibleWiKiWomen photobooth
#DecolonizingThelnternetEastAfrica #DTIEastAfrica #DecolonisingTheinternet

#DecolonizingThelnternet #FIFAfrica22 #internetFreedomAfrica2022

N

T RN

@RosebellK on , Oct 25, 2022 @nubianhottie on , Oct 27, 2022 @FriLuku on , Oct 20, 2022
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:VisibleWikiWomen_photo_booth_at_FIFAfrica_2022
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5721.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5725.jpg
https://twitter.com/RosebellK/status/1584918928903610369
https://twitter.com/nubianhottie/status/1585559033771167744
https://twitter.com/FriLuku/status/1583150554850930690

Resistance & Connection: An African Feminist
Perspective for Decolonizing the Internet

WE ARE STUCK BETWEEN COLONIAL LEGACIES AND GOVERNANCE AND
THE APPROACH TO ‘CONTROL’, AND BIG CORPORATIONS AFTER PROFIT
DICTATING HOW WE SHOULD USE THE INTERNET.

— ROSEBELL KAGUMIRE

By NamukoloS, CC BY-SA 4.0, via

At FIFAfrica 2022, four panelists — Helen Nyinakiiza, Ann Holland, Carolyne

convening) — spoke about African feminisms on and offline.

The context was set by an introduction from Kelly
Foster and Anasuva Sengupta, which described

DTI-EA, addressed the underrepresentation and

devaluation of African knowledge production, and
- ANEY the role of African feminists in challenging and

: ‘#FIFA frica 2 2 transforming the online space.

l Panelists interrogated,

from an African

feminist anti-colonial

By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via perspective, what it

means when what has

become a core space

for feminist activism and organizing is owned by

corporations from the Global North. This #F|FAfricazz =

conversation was built on the feminist work of
reimagining, dreaming, and creating alternatives of
our online existence in ways that are safe, affirming, By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.9, via
and community-building.

These were some of the reflections on what a
decolonized internet looks like for panelists:
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https://safesisters.org/
https://sistahsistah.org/our-team/
https://www.appsandgirls.com/
https://www.appsandgirls.com/
https://www.herinternet.org/Her%20Internet%20-%20Team.html
https://whoseknowledge.org/about-us/who/anasuya-sengupta/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rosebell_Kagumire.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5777.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5783.jpg

By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via

By Seforitaleona, CC BY-SA 4.0,

via

34 arya Jeipea
b @AryaKarijo

My kind of panel hosted by @RosebellK SAFE. DECOLONIZING THE INTERNET FOR

Topic: Resistance & Connection: An African Feminist ME MEANS CREATING OUR OWN SPACES. L
Perspective for Decolonising the Internet

Awesome Panel

@sand_riza and @HerInternet

@ekyarisiimac
@SistahSistahFo1

With @WhoseKnowledge

I IMAGINE A SPACE THAT IS SAFE BOTH ONLINE AND OFFLINE FOR WOMEN TO
PARTICIPATE IN CREATING SOLUTIONS AND PRODUCTS THAT MEET THEIR
NEEDS AND REALITIES, AND TAKES THEIR CHALLENGES INTO CONSIDERATION.

— CAROLYNE EkyaRrRisMA

I IMAGINE THE FUTURE OF A DECOLONIZED INTERNET TO BE
WHERE WOMEN FEEL FREE, WHERE ACCESSIBILITY IS
IMPORTANT, AND ONE WHERE WE ARE REPRESENTED FAIRLY.

— HELEN NYINAKIZA

By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via

I IMAGINE A DECOLONIZED INTERNET THAT INCLUDES
MOVEMENT BUILDING IN SOLIDARITY, THAT IS FEMINIST
CENTERED TO PUSH AGAINST THESE SYSTEMS,AND
HAVE TEACHINGS AROUND OUR AFRICAN HISTORY.

— SANDRA KWIKIRIZA

I IMAGINE AN INTERNET THAT FEELS

WANT TO DECOLONIZE THE INTERNET BY
MAKING IT BLACK, MAKING IT FEMINIST,

AND BY MAKING IT AFRICAN. By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0,

via

— ANN HoLLAND

#DecolonizingThelnternet

@AryaKarijo on

Watch the panel and read reflections

, Sep 28, 2022
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https://youtu.be/DGsMlq6pQ-0
https://whoseknowledge.org/african-feminist-perspective-for-decolonizing-the-internet/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5529.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5824.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sandra_Kwikiriza.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DTIEastAfrica_5070_39.jpg
https://twitter.com/AryaKarijo/status/1575059750152065024




Collective mapping and thinking

In this session, participants
discussed the challenges they face in
decolonizing the internet and shared
their individual reflections in
smaller groups. They also identified
opportunities for resistance towards
knowledge and tech justice.

When sharing with the entire group,
participants pointed out issues that
had to do with very core components
of the web: the lack or limited
infrastructure, affordable devices,

By Tinaral, CC BY-SA 4.0, via

and internet connectivity and access,
as well as economic disparities and limited availability of funding that affect
one’s access to these elements. Other components included people’s attitudes and
prejudices towards technology, such as the resistance to change and the need for
digital literacy. Other problems that permeated their online spaces were cyber
harassment, online gender-based violence, contexts with hostile legislation, and
language barriers.

There were a number of conversations about the impact of conflict and
displacement on African women, their families and communities, and the
realities of physical consequences of online gender-based violence. A recurring
theme of discussions, both on and off the record, was how the digital realm
influences and determines the safety of African women.

These reflections allowed participants to map out obstacles, while also coming
together to think of tactics and strategies to resist them.
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Sites of Resistance

In this part of the gathering, we asked: what do we see as the spaces and sites for
opportunity and resistance? How can we occupy them and build them to
decolonize the internet and seek out knowledge and tech justice? Our
participants offered these actions and key insights:

1. Language

<& Create more content in local languages (beyond text, in different modes like
voice, image, and touch)

<& Translate existing content in colonial languages into spoken, local ones

<& Encourage and provide the means for communities to be more active in their
languages online

<& Enrich databases, build and perfect translation tools for African languages
that are community-led and stewarded

2. Knowledge justice and production

<& Create opportunities for knowledge sharing in marginalized communities,
centered on embodied knowledges

¢ Generate awareness about the internet and its role beyond access issues

¢ Bring more oral knowledges and expertise online through platforms like
Wikipedia

<& Create campaigns and tell our stories online, creating more radical noise
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3. Decentring Silicon Valley
<& Create safe spaces for different communities across the internet

¢ Organize more spaces for feminists across Africa to connect and make
technology more accessible and applicable to their experiences

<& Building databases and lexicons

¢ Take the initiative to create pilot projects

4. Movement building and resources

<& Create opportunities for shared experiences and re-imagination of the internet

¢ Challenge funders and donors to go beyond funding as usual, centering a
feminist agenda and reparations in their allocation of resources

<& Foster spaces for active knowledge sharing between networks
<& Investin content creation, especially in alternative networks and media

<& Think about resources as more than just money (e.g., people, ideas, spaces)

Risper Arose
@risper_arose

I am honored to have occupied a space at the just
concluded #DecolonizingThelnternetEastAfrica
convening in Lusaka where we collectively question
how power and privilege manifest in public knowledge
online and how we contribute to the ways the internet
is designed and experienced

Lt
A

. |

@risper_arose on , Sep 29, 2022
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Strategies and actions

In this session, participants re-grouped and were prompted to think about the
type of internet they wanted to create and enjoy, and consider what actions and
resources would take to create it.

WHO WILL WE WHEN ARE WE DOING
BUILD THIS THE WORK TO BUILD AN

INTERNET WITH? INTERNET FOR US ALL?

Developers

WHERE ARE WE Conduct a
BUILDING THIS baseline

INTERNET? research and
e decide on timelines
vestors Ol and milestones

Feminist
feminis? movseir/wenfs Rural and
urban areas

Connecting
people and
Tech activists Yo e issues
meetings in person
Capacity
Opinion building and
leaders strengthening
Infiltrate
CISTEUET WHAT ACTIONS CAN WE and occupy "goylefnem
TAKE TO BUILD OUR spaces uilding
IMAGINED INTERNET?
Develop
open source Intergenerational
Aceidleries toolkits situated in mentoring
our contexts
Influenc
Unconnected ing FIFA, IGF Open up
populations (Internet spaces to
Disruptors Gc;:vernonce LGBTQI+ and
orum) Centerand  ©ffer support
Marginalized take back self
care while Have
Solidarity ~ ©r9an'zng community
within networks gatherings - make

tech accessible
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These are some of the actions and steps participants and organizers committed to
taking after our time spent together:

Contribute tO Tweet wore about PTI-
ﬂfric =0 Create mocre EA and talk about it
h {vis::n'i I.‘i'l:y in different speaking
rfesearc or cican
feminists online platforms
eonneui arhm ants to
" workingin  Work towards ~ \"clude more content
their areas of inferest legitimizing oral abc’“;{‘:’f;:‘;::::z’:
. citation on Wikimedia
Su pport African platforms, focusing M'“t;,g_,;;;
feminist on Wikipedia and

communities online  Wikidata Keep in

Think around a

Decolonizing the Internet to U ( h
convening in 2023

ldentify and Spread the word about Facilitate

organize around  gpwisibLEWIkiWomen » :
similar internet cross—learning

governahce forums from other

regions

Learn more

Create space for youth to about digi’ral
reimagine anti-colonial ways '

° ¥ infrastructures

Collaborate with and support
the work of feminists in the Create more | 1 ATered
room lon digftal ptatforms

Document this space and all the conversations through a report
10 serve as an awareness 2nd Conscious raising tool; and
respecting participants' right 10 privacy and anonymity

Decolonizing the internet is an on-going process and a work-in progress. While
some of these actions have already been completed, others will continue to
sprout. We hope to keep strengthening and amplifying the communities and
networks brought together at DTI-EA, and sharing the magic of being in
community with such trailblazer feminists.

One way of keeping the conversation going is through the DTI-EA podcast series,
where FEMNET and Whose Knowledge? interviewed eight convening
participants about digital infrastructures and colonialism, queer African utopias
online, digital safety and sex worker advocacy, and so much more!
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Reflections and learnings from participants

SPECIFICALLY FOR THE FEMNET AND WHOSE KNOWLEDGE SECTION, WE GOT A
CHANCE TO UNDERSTAND THE KNOWLEDGE POINTS AND WHO PROVIDES KNOWLEDGE.
THE KNOWLEDGE AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AND WHO IS REALLY THE OWNER AND
WHO PROVIDES THE KNOWLEDGE SETS. AFRICAN WOMEN AND GIRLS CONTINUE TO BE
MARGINALIZED. BUT AT THE SAME TIME, WE ALSO GOT TO UNDERSTAND THAT IT'S
NOT, THEREFORE, THAT THEY ARE MARGINALIZED, IT'S BY DESIGN.

— SANDRA KWIKIRIZA

FIRST OF ALL, THANK YOU SO MUCH FEMNET AND WHOSE KNOWLEDGE? FOR
AFFORDING AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE SPACE WITH INCREDIBLE WOMEN. SINCE OUR
SHARED SPACE, I HAVE BEEN PONDERING A LOT ON WHAT EXACTLY WE MEAN BY
DECOLONIZING THE INTERNET. MORE ESPECIALLY WITH MY WORK IN COMMUNITY
NETWORKS THAT PROMOTE CONNECTING THE UNCONNECTED, THE CONFERENCE
HELPED ME TO LOOK AT HOW IN OUR EFFORTS TO BRIDGE THE DIGITAL DIVIDE WE CAN
ENCOURAGE THE COMMUNITY TO REIMAGINE THE ONLINE SPACE. THE COMMUNITY IS
PART OF CONTRIBUTING KNOWLEDGE THAT IS OF THEM BY THEM AND FOR THEM.

— RiISPER AROSE

[JlusT BEING ABLE TO REACH OUT AND START UNPACKING THESE CONVERSATIONS,
THESE DEEP REFLECTIONS OF SAYING, LOCAL KNOWLEDGE IS IMPORTANT; YES, IT'S
IMPORTANT FOR US TO TELL OUR STORIES; YES, IT'S IMPORTANT FOR US TO APPEAR
ON DIGITAL PLATFORMS'. BUT LET'S GO BACK AND FOSTER THE FOUNDATION AND BE
REMINDED OF THIS FAMOUS QUOTE, OF THE MASTER’S TOOLS NEVER DISMANTLING
THE MASTER’S HOUSE. AND START EVEN REIMAGINING AND SAYING, ‘DOES THAT
MEAN THAT WE REALLY NEED TO EVEN GET RID OF IT AND START THINKING
ALTERNATIVES? AND WHAT EVEN ALTERNATIVES WOULD LOOK LIKE?. FOR ME, THE
LAST COUPLE OF DAYS, IT'S WHAT I'M SITTING WITH, AND I'M PROCESSING, AND IT
EXCITES ME, AND IT MAKES ME FEEL READY TO START SAYING, ‘THERE'S A WAY WE
CAN COLLECTIVELY TAKE HOLD AND CHALLENGE'. BUT THEN AGAIN, STILL HAVE OUR
EYE ON THAT REIMAGINATION OF AN ALTERNATIVE, BECAUSE ISN'T THAT WHAT WE
ALWAYS DO AS FEMINISTS — KEEP THINKING ABOUT ALTERNATIVES, ABOUT
CHALLENGING THE SYSTEMS THAT ARE NOT WORKING FOR US, EVEN WHEN WE'RE
TOLD THEY'RE MADE TO BE WORKING FOR US?

— RACHEL Kagoiya
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JUST BEING HERE AND MEETING... I DIDN'T KNOW, I MEAN, I KNOW THERE ARE
AFRICAN FEMINISTS, BUT L DIDN'T KNOW THERE WERE THIS MANY AFRICAN
FEMINISTS INTO TECH. SO THAT PART WAS THE COOLEST PART, I THINK, MEETING
MANY STRONG AFRICAN FEMINISTS IN ONE PLACE, I THINK THAT'S THE BIGGEST
TAKEAWAY OF THIS EVENT.

— MERON ESTEFANOS

COMING OUT OF THIS CONFERENCE, I'M JUST THINKING, ‘THIS IS WHAT WE NEED. WE
JUST DON'T NEED IT AS AN ISOLATION, BUT WE NEED IT IN ALL OUR SPACES, ALL OF
OUR SOCIAL JUSTICE STRUGGLES. WE MUST BE ALERT TO SAY, ‘WHAT SORT OF
KNOWLEDGE 1S THERE?, THE ISSUE AROUND KNOWLEDGE JUSTICE DID NOT EXIST
BEFORE AS EVIDENTLY AS WE'VE SEEN IT [..]. THE INTERNET 1S NOT NEUTRAL AS
WE'RE MADE TO THINK IT IS; IT'S NOT NEUTRAL AT ALL [..]. WE NEED TO WATCH, WE
NEED TO DO OUR RESEARCH, WE NEED TO START REALLY THINKING, ‘WHAT ARE WE
CONSUMING? WHY ARE WE BEING FED WHAT WE'RE BEING FED? WHERE ARE THE
WOMEN? WHERE ARE THE AFRICAN WOMEN, WHERE ARE THE WOMEN OF COLOR?
WHERE ARE THE VOICES, WHO ARE THEY?. WHY IS IT THAT WE NEVER HEAR, WE
NEVER SEE? SO L FEEL THAT HAVING THAT SORT OF REALIZATION, BUT BUILDING A
MOVEMENT AROUND THAT, IS SO POWERFUL, IT'S SO TIMELY. AND I THINK MORE
THAN ANYTHING WE NEED TO PUT MORE OF OUR IDEAS AND TO START MAKING THE
INTERSECTIONS WITH OTHER MOVEMENTS BECAUSE OUR FUTURE IS DIGITAL. BUT WE
HAVE NO SPACE TO BE THINKING ABOUT WHAT WE WANT IT TO BE, THERE ARE
PEOPLE WHO ARE SHAPING THAT FOR US. THEY ARE NOT IN THE CONTINENT, THEY'RE
NOT FEMINISTS, AND THEY'RE NOT HUMAN RIGHTS CONSCIOUS.

— MEMORY KACHAMBWA
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IT WAS A GREAT EYE—OPENER. DECOLONIZING THE INTERNET EAsT AFRIcA
EMPOWERED ME WITH KNOWLEDGE AND MORE UNDERSTANDING OF HOW THE
INTERNET WORKS AND HOW THE INFRASTRUCTURE IS SET, AND MORE IMPORTANTLY
WHERE [ STAND NOT JUST AS A DEVELOPMENT WORKER BUT AS A FEMALE — IN
THE SCHEME OF THINGS. THE BIGGEST TAKEAWAY FOR ME WAS THE CAPACITY
BUILDING ON THE TOOLS THAT ARE WITHIN MY REACH/CONTROL/OWNERSHIP
THROUGH WHICH 1 CAN USE TO MAKE WOMEN MORE VISIBLE. I ABSOLUTELY
APPRECIATED CONTENT CREATION VIA WIKIMEDIA AND THE SESSIONS THAT HELPED
US DEFINE STRATEGIES OF HOW WE WANT TO MOVE ON.

— MARGARET SADRAKE (MUKWENHA)

THE BIGGEST LEARNING IS THAT WORK IS BEING DONE, AND WE MAY NOT ALWAYS
SEE IT, BUT THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO ARE PUTTING THEIR MIND AND THEIR BODY ON
THE LINE AND WORKING TO CREATE SOLUTIONS... AND JUST TO SEE THAT SOLIDARITY
IN ONE ROOM WAS VERY ENRICHING AND ALSO GIVES STRENGTH TO CONTINUE ON
THIS JOURNEY, BECAUSE HONESTLY DISMANTLING SYSTEMS IS LIFELONG WORK, AND
IT'S EASY TO GET DISCOURAGED. BUT JUST BEING IN THE ROOM [WITH PEOPLE] WHO
ARE DOING THE SAME WORK AND OTHER PEOPLE SAYING ‘Ll SEE YOU, YOU'RE NOT
ALONE’, I THINK THAT HAS BEEN A REALLY, REALLY COMFORTING THING FROM THIS
CONVENING.

— ESTHER MWEMA

EXTREMELY AN EYE—OPENING EVENT. I AM IN THE PROCESS OF LOOKING OUT FOR
PEOPLE TO PARTNER WITH AND START UP A CAMPAIGN TO INTRODUCE CODING IN
SCHOOLS.

— DOREEN CHILUMBU
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L THINK IT'S NICE, POST—PANDEMIC, TO JUST MEET HUMAN BEINGS. COVID IS NOT
OVER, BUT LITERALLY FOR TWO YEARS OF PANDEMIC—INDUCED NON—MOBILITY AND
LOCKDOWN AND ALL THOSE KINDS OF THINGS..THIS HAS BEEN MY SECOND LARGE
MEETING, AND IT'S REALLY BEEN BEAUTIFUL MEETING OTHER FEMINISTS FROM
DIFFERENT MOVEMENTS AND SEE HOW WE BELIEVE THE WORLD SHOULD BE — THE
WORLD BEING THE WORLD ONLINE, BEING THE PLANET IN TERMS OF CLIMATE
CHANGE. [..] BEING IN A FEMINIST SPACE DOESN'T GET NARROWED DOWN TO ONE
TOPIC — IT COVERS ALL TOPICS AROUND OUR EXISTANCE [..] ABOUT BEING HUMAN.
THIS CONFERENCE FELT LIKE A BREATH OF FRESH AIR WITH THE CONVERSATIONS,
THE PEOPLE, AND IT DIDN'T FEEL LIKE WORK — ALTHOUGH THERE IS A LOT OF WORK
GOING ON. I DON'T THINK THERE SHOULD BE A SEPARATION BETWEEN WORK AND
BEING, BUT IF THERE WAS, THIS WOULD FALL MORE INTO BEING THAN WORK.

- ARva JEIPEA KARITO

THE CONVERSATIONS THAT WE'VE ALREADY BEEN LISTENING TO, AND THAT WE WILL
LISTEN TO FROM ALL THE FEMINISTS THAT CAME TO DTL, IT BASICALLY SAYS TO ME
THAT, IF WE HAVE THIS KIND OF CONNECTIVE TISSUE THAT BRINGS US TOGETHER, A
CONNECTED UNDERSTANDING ABOUT THE WAYS THAT THE INTERNET IS PRODUCED,
AND THE STRUCTURES OF POWER THAT PRODUCE IT IN THIS WAY, WE CAN ALSO
START CONSTRUCTING THESE ALTERNATIVES THAT YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT. AND AT
THE SAME TIME, AND THIS 1S WHERE I HOPE ANCESTOR LORDE WILL FORGIVE ME,
[..J IN TECH, WE DO HAVE TO UNDERSTAND THE MASTER’S TOOLS IN ORDER TO
DISMANTLE THE MASTER'S HOUSE. IT°S NOT SUFFICIENT, BUT IT'S NECESSARY. WE
NEED BOTH TO UNDERSTAND THE MASTER’S TOOLS, BE IN THE MASTER’S SPACES,
CHALLENGE THE MASTER’S SPACES, CHANGE THE TOOLS, AND THEN BRING THAT
HOUSE DOWN TO CREATE THE EXTRAORDINARY JUNGLE OF JOY THAT WE WANT THE
WORLD AND THE DIGITAL WORLD TO BE.

— ANASUYA SENGUPTA
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